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Closing Doors is the coming-of-age story of a father struggling to find his way 
and let go of the past in order to raise the daughter he loves, with an unexpected 
twist. 
 

 
DAVE RODRIGUEZ as the Father 
 

 
 
New York native and six time award winning filmmaker Dave Rodriguez, has 
parleyed his mutual admiration for film, his passion, strong discipline, and work 
ethic into a seven-year journey as a writer, actor, producer and director.  
 
In 2004, he was given the opportunity to write, direct and produce his first and 
two-time award-winning independent feature Push, which starred Chad 
Lindberg, Michael Rapaport and Academy Award nominee Chazz Palminteri.  
The film was released theatrically in the summer of 2006 in Los Angeles.  Push 
won the Audience Award at The Method Fest Film Festival, Best Director at the 
Long Island International Film Festival and, was one of six domestic features 
selected by the HBO New York International Latino Film Festival in 2006. 
 
Rodriguez also directed the acclaimed short film She Kills He, which was selected 
by nine different film festivals around the world, opened Outfest 
2005 and won Best Short at the Miami International Short Film Festival in 
2005.  She Kills He was released on MTV’s LOGO network in 2007. 
 
In 2008, Rodriguez was back behind the camera, co-writing, directing, and 
producing his second feature film, the controversial and critically acclaimed 
Anytown, starring Matt O’Leary (Brick, American Son).  
 
Anytown garnered awards at festivals in New York, Los Angeles, and Charleston 
for Best Screenplay, Excellence in Filmmaking, and Best Feature, respectively.  
Anytown will be released as American Bully in 2011.   
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Rodriguez was back to work shortly after completing Anytown, writing Last I 
Heard which will star Paul Sorvino and Michael Rapaport.  He also co-wrote and 
is set to direct The Exchange, a diamond heist action/thriller being produced by 
Mary Jane Skalski. 
 
In late 2010, he wrote and directed his first pilot presentation/TV sample, 
The Blue Wall, a police corruption drama executive produced by veteran 
television director and showrunner, Deran Sarafian. 
 
His short format projects include spots for the Miami-based A&R.biz and music 
videos for The Underwater (Megaforce Records), Sinclarity (Megaforce Records), 
and Timothy Bloom (Interscope Records). 
 
Closing Doors was Dave’s first opportunity as a lead actor in a film.  He is a father 
and he carries it well. 
 
 
BRENDAN COUGHLIN as the Wrong Stuff 
 

 
 
Brendan Coughlin hails from New York, but embarked on a career in Los Angeles 
when he was twenty-one. 
 
Brendan likes to have fun. 
 
He plans on running for the U.S. Presidency. 
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NICOLE ZEOLI as the Mother 
 

 
 
 
Nicole Zeoli was raised in the Bronx, NY by a large and loving Italian American 
family.  She caught the acting bug at the age of eleven after performing as the lead 
in her school’s production of Grease.  
 
In the short three years since moving to Los Angeles she has appeared on such 
shows as the TNT series Trust Me alongside Eric McCormack and Tom 
Kavanaugh, as well as a three-episode appearance on the new Starz series 
Gravity, holding her own with improv great Larry Miller and 
director/writer/actor Eric Schaeffer.  
 
Nicole considers her best attributes to be her love for the art of acting, as well as 
her “New York” attitude.  Her ability to stand out and set herself apart from being 
just another pretty face in the business has made directors and producers want to 
work with her time and time again.  
 
“Only I can change my life, no one can do it for me” **Carol Burnett** 
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LIJE SARKI The Director 
 

 
 
Lije was born in Oregon and raised mostly in Michigan and a little bit in 
Kentucky.  Lije has an MBA from San Diego State University with an emphasis in 
Marketing that has been followed by a very thorough six years in the 
entertainment industry here in Los Angeles.  Lije moved from San Diego up to 
Los Angeles in 2004 to pursue his acting and modeling passion that stemmed 
from a couple “easy” jobs down in San Diego.  Over the past six years he has acted 
in all forms of entertainment including film, TV, theatre, and many commercials.  
He has appeared in campaigns like Dodge and ASICS, starred in the indie 
features’ Stabbin’ Kabin and For Whom He Tolls, and landed roles on TV 
in GREEK and a MOW starring the “late” Dennis Hopper called The Last Ride.  
In 2007 he partnered with his father, M Sarki, in creating the recently distributed 
feature film Alphonso Bow and the short film Get She Water, which is now in 
production as a feature.  Most recently Lije directed the short film, Closing 
Doors, that is now in the festival circuit with upcoming showings in Los Angeles 
at “Dances With Films” and Saugatuck, MI at “Waterfront Film Festival”.  He 
can't wait to show it off.  Lije’s experiences in business and in life have given him 
the know-how, a clear vision, and expectations to obtain success for NBF.  He has 
slammed the Caiparinas in Rio de Janeiro and “ran” through the streets of Berlin 
and now continues his passion for the growth of his company and baby, Nut 
Bucket Films.  He still tends to have some fun too. 
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WILLIAM WANEK The Writer 
 

 
 
Bill was born in small town Illinois.  Where he learned to run barefoot on gravel.  
 
After college, Bill moved to Los Angeles to be an actor.  Where he learned to wait 
tables. Lots of em.  
 
After Los Angeles, Bill moved to Chicago to become a copywriter in advertising. 
And find a girl.  
 
He did both. And the girl gave him something back.  A beautiful daughter, for 
which this story is dedicated. 
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NUT BUCKET FILMS 
 

               
 

Nut Bucket Films (NBF) is a Los Angeles based film production and development 
company headed by Lije Sarki.  Its most recent success is in the distribution deal 
of its feature called Alphonso Bow that is about to be released on DVD and VOD 
by Vanguard Cinema.  NBF has also produced several other projects including the 
short film Get She Water, which is slated as full-length feature that Lije will 
direct somewhere in 2012, and the feature For Whom He Tolls where NBF 
teamed up with the FU MAN KRU producers.  For Whom He Tolls is now 
stepping into the festival circuit for release later this year.  NBF and FU MAN 
KRU are currently creating a thriller/horror film for the Internet that is very 
hush-hush, slated to begin shooting soon in 2011. 
 
NBF produced a short film in the end of 2010 called Closing Doors that was 
written by William Wanek and directed by Lije Sarki.  It is currently in the 
festival circuit with screenings in Tampa (GIFF), Los Angeles (DWF), and 
Saugatuck (Waterfront).  Check the site for more up-to-date info.  
www.facebook.com/closingdoors 
 
NBF is currently producing a Pilot called Underbelly which Ryan Philander wrote 
and is directing and Lije is acting in and producing.  Shooting will run though 
June 2011. 
 
Keep up with NBF @ www.nutbucketfilms.com 
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CLOSING DOORS, TECHNICAL STATS 
 
TRT - 10 minutes 
16x9 
Shot on Canon 7D 
Color 
English 
 
DIRECTOR’S WORDS 
 

 
 
This passion for filmmaking has grown greatly over the last few years, starting as 
an actor struggling to find my way, all the way to wanting to create something 
that was my own and made the way I wanted to make it.  I just needed to figure 
out how to do it.  Three years ago I started out by convincing my father, M Sarki, 
a published poet and short story writer, to write a script for a feature.  I knew he 
had the creative and sometimes "effed up" mind to do it.  So a couple of years 
ago, after a lot of begging and pleading my case, through a very collaborative 
effort he put it on the page.  He actually wrote a feature script titled Get She 
Water.  That was a dream come true.  Me and my pals' own script to make into a 
movie.  It was good too.  I was fired up and ready to make some stuff happen.   
 
While I was raising money for that, he finished another screenplay called 
Alphonso Bow.  With a smaller budget than Get She Water, I knew I could bring 
this one to life combining the vision my father had with my own and in turn build 
some respect as a filmmaker.  So, in January 2008 we started casting and 
throughout a grueling and enlightening process we reached the first of our goals. 
In January of 2009 we finished Alphonso Bow starring Jeffery Pierce and 
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Michael Dempsey.  Unexpectedly along the way I ended up directing the film.  
That is when I really figured out what I wanted to do with my life.  Make movies.  
The most exciting part was the year to follow with the festival circuit and really 
getting to share it with the public.   That was sort of the beginning of what has 
come.  The most recent news with Alphonso Bow is that Vanguard Cinema has 
picked it up for distribution.  Three years later.  This stuff takes time.  What I 
realized working on the one single project for so long is that I need to work on 
more projects!  It will wear you out if you don't stay fresh. 
 
I have since gone on to direct the short film Closing Doors, a good friend and 
partner of mine, William Wanek, wrote.  That was the next big step relative to 
getting to create on my own and freedom to do what I wanted with a script.  I 
think we a have a nice little project in Closing Doors.  A lot of sweat and time and 
a couple of tears go into making even a short film.  I actually edited this bad boy 
too.  Proud of that.  Making indie film for me has been a hustle.  The projects I 
have been able to create with the skeleton crew I have created them with are top 
notch.  I can't wait for someone to give me some real money.  And I get to hire a 
producer and an editor and all the other stuff the big movies get to do.  It's ok 
though.  I will wait my turn.  An acting teacher once told me that it is all one big 
long line.  I am in the line.  People get out of the line all the time.  If I stay in the 
line and keep hustling and moving forward there is no doubt that I will make it to 
the front.  If you want to keep up with what we have going on or just about the life 
that I decide to discuss, follow my BLOG at www.nutbucketfilms.com 
 
A CONVERSATION WITH THE ACTORS 
 

 
 
An intense script led to an intense bond between the cast and crew. 
Here is an inside look at that camaraderie.  “NBF” is actually Lije the director. 
 

Nut Bucket Films:  How do you guys know each other? 

Brendan:  We fell in love about a month ago. 

Dave:  No, It's been five weeks already.  But you are shitty with dates and stuff. 
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Brendan:  Um, We started with Nut Bucket Films doing Closing Doors and Lije the 

director brought us all together. 

NBF:  What attracted you to the project? 

Brendan:  The script. Pretty cool part for a young punk who tries to flip it around. 

NBF:  So you liked the script? 

Brendan:  Loved it.  Hated the director though. 

NBF:  Dave, you are a director first.  I pretty established one at that (I actually 

approached Dave to look for a "name" actor to play the role of the father, and then Dave 

read the script).  What attracted you to the script? 

Dave:  I guess the most profound reason was that I am a Dad and it just kind of hit 

home, just certain elements to the script and how I would react if I did have a daughter. 

 I have a son so I just felt it was something I needed to do and wanted to do so it was an 

exciting opportunity. 

NBF:  You are a director, why do you want to act? 

Dave:  I think every director wants to act.  I mean, you are a director (to Lije). 

NBF (Lije):  Yeah, but I acted first.  Then I wanted to direct. 

Dave:  I don't know if I would want to pursue it like you guys do with the auditioning 

and the classes and that kind of stuff, but if there is a role that I could do well in and I 

could sell and be compelling then I would do it. 

NBF:  So you just want to show up and be awesome whenever you are called upon. 

Dave:  Yeah, basically.  Like when I direct. 

NBF:  You guys are not from L.A.  Where are you from? 

Brendan:  New York. 
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Dave:  Saturn. 

NBF:  (Ignoring Dave).  You guys are both from similar areas? 

Dave:  I grew up first in the Bronx and then in Long Island and you (to Brendan) are 

from Long Island City, right? 

Brendan:  Yeah, Long Island City, then Upstate, Westchester. 

NBF:  That explains why you guys chose to really accentuate your accents during the 

shoot. 

Dave:  Did we?  It 's kind of hard not to when you start going off on somebody.  It is kind 

of tough to hold back. 

Brendan:  Goes hand in hand. 

NBF:  Tell me something that I might not know about you by looking at you or getting to 

know you.  Like, for me, you would never think that I have a school-teaching degree.  You 

wouldn't know that. 

Dave:  You're right.  Nah, I wouldn't.  That's a safe assumption.  (Everyone laughs).  Did 

you know that I was a cop? 

NBF:  Safe to say most other people might not think that.  A lot of your work is with 

crime, kids, social issues, so it doesn't totally surprise me. 

Brendan:  I work with foster kids.  I have done that for about two years now.  And, that 

I am sittin' on mad cheddar. 
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QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS. AND SOME 
ANSWERS. 
 

 
 
Were you nervous directing another director?  
I had known Dave for a little bit so I was comfortable with him.  AND, I am a much 
better actor than he is so the answer is NO.  I wasn't scared.  I was a little nervous 
showing up to direct my own feature a couple years back.  All jokes aside, Dave is a cool 
ass dude and I have learned a lot from him.   
 
What would you do differently if you could go back and shoot it? 
Give ourselves more time and money.  Always the case with zero budget indie shit. 
 
What drew you to the script? 
It’s a touching story I could relate to.  I have three younger brothers and sisters all who 
have had children.  I watched them change in front of my eyes the second they had a 
baby in their arms.  That is a change for the better.  
 
You guys all seem to get along really well, were there any on set pranks? 
No pranks.  It was a hustle.  We had to shoot the f#$%er in about ten hours.  I didn't see 
any.  Maybe there were.  The day I get some real money to f#$k around with and make a 
movie, there will be many pranks. 
 
What was the most difficult aspect of the shoot? 
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Scheduling.  Brendan kept booking gigs with Forest Whitaker, Dave has his own films 
and TV shows to direct, I was on vacations in the Bahamas.  Christine was on the Jersey 
Shore.  The house wasn't available.  We had to push about a month. 
 
How were you able to get such raw emotion from Dave and Brendan? 
Dave has kids and Brendan already is a punk. 
 
Have you ever picked up a girl for a date and had her father go crazy on you? 
That I could not relate to.  But I have gone crazy on plenty of dudes trying to pick up 
ladies in my life. 
 
Photo credits include:  Matthew Thane (movie poster), Lance Paul (squirrel), 
Morgan Arnold (all stills), Method Fest (Dave Rodriguez), Lije Sarki 


